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AN IDEALIST OF TrHE ST1 A R S 

1BEv A L F R E lE) r R . I BL . 

117'ithzo z, ell-iS-iill 1ISII-(7Ii0ISs /gt, Ltis T7ae'ro(. 

ONE of the mlost extraorclinlary artistic successes of modclerni times has been that 

of Luis Falei-o, or Doni Ltis, as he is styled by his prouLd counitrymlnen. 

'lThe story of his life, of which bLut little is o-enierally kniown in America, is nlot 

uninteresting alpart froml- hiis art. He wNas born at Grencada on M\1ay 23, 185i, anld 

remains, in spite of his lonig residence in Paris, ani Andalusian to the core. His 

finiely framied l headl, black eyes, fiery expressioni, and the faslioni in which he wNears 

his halir and points his bearcl, render him even to this day rcatlher a figure from a 

canlvas by Velasquiez thani a miiani of tlhe life aroutndcl hillm. 

Fale'ro was initenided by his parenlts for the Spanish naval service. 'T o this enld he 

received a thorotughl technical eduLicationi ini Einoland an-:d Fratnce as well as in his 

native country, buit at the end he abanidonied the purpose, anid became a cadet in 

the army of art. As he knew it wNould be uiseless to try to secture his fatlher's conl 

senit to his newv career, he left the naval school clandclestiniely anid wenit to Paris, 

wNith so little money that he was forced to perform part of the journey on foot aind only 

obtainecl the means to continuLe study by a lucky chanice to make crayon l)ortraits. 

The curiously indepenldent tuLrni of his miind reflected itself in hiis works. He 

turned from his easel for relaxationi to matlhenmatical and scientific stuclies, aild 

even dabbled in electricity. Astroniomy eng-aged hiis attenitioni also, and lhe 

had a passion for that class of literature in wvhiclh thie superniatural is the rulingo 

force. Bearingr these facts in mind, the direction his airt took can be clearly 

understood. 

Commenicin- with suLbjects of a semi-classical and conrveltionial character, he 

rapidly ad\vancedl to those by which he became famuous. Tlhe first of these to mllake 

THE BELAITFD WITCHI. 
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From a /iazintzng by L Ueis Pli/'ro. 

THEL B\L\NCE OF TIIE ZODIAC. 
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An Idealist of the Stars 14I 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~. . ..... . . 

~~...... .../ 

.A.~~~ 
~ 

. .... ... 
y" /,. 

F, 0/Li 11 /LiZJu/i,, !jr 1/S! l azz r, Az 0 
Tl-F PR.\\'R TO ISIS. 

a hit w0as his W;A0itches Goinlg to thle Sabbalth," and he followvec it up writh other 

thlemes of a similatr keind, derivTed from " Faust " andl the rest of his p)et libr-ary of 

wonlders. Thlen, att thle Sallonl of ISSI, appear-ed his " Twin Stars,'' wihich created 

a positivTe furor. " Th le Planet Venlus," thle " Ballance of thle Zodiac," " Shlootinlg 

Stars " anld a series of simlilar sulbjects, w7ere vrratied byT "' The Opium SmlokSer,"' 

Thr le Prayer- to Isis," " The MXodel " ande so onl, all pDictures inl a vTeinl of senlsuous 
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1 42 An Idealist of the Stars 

I. A 

Fro a NInlz:- b LiisI"t ~o 

LEO ANI) V'IRGO) 

dIreaminess_1,glorifications of thie humaniti for m ani ar tistic inicarniationi of the splen 

dors of palpitating flesh. 

Ftale'r( is a colorist of g,reat r-efiniiement, aidc a polished andic finishied execuLtanit. 

The chiaracter of his subjects andc the beaulty Of thleir r-enditionl have m1adle hIls 

pictures famlous throughout the world, l)ut popularity has had 11 no ulgarizing iinflu 
ence on him. He goes on as he began, fatifthl to his ideal. It is interesting to 
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I,so,,, ,z pazintizn b Lueis Fale?O. 
TlEPL.\NET V EsNUS. 
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I44 Ain Idealist of the Stars 

..........~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ . 

I ;-om a,1 inI ini.- isy L it i's TA, a-. 
WITCIHES GOING T10 TIIE SA\BB\TI. 

niote, by the way, that ii Iust's ream," one of Fale'ro's Ilmost famouis piCtLl7eS, aind 
the olne which, perhaps evei Illoi e thaln the " \\ itclhes Goillno to the Sabbath aildecl 
to con fil-ti-i lls r eputation h as lono' been a paart of a well-kniown ai'd semi-pnblic 

ollectiom in Nexx N w ol (V it. 
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